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Key Texts to be used:  

                         

                     
             

              

                     

 

Development Matters Links (Intent) 
(Direct teaching points highlighted, other DM links will be incidentally taught during child-initiated learning time) 

Communication and Language 

Pay attention to more than one thing at a time, which can be difficult. 
Use a wider range of vocabulary. 
Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story. 

Sing a large repertoire of songs. 

Develop their communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ 

for ‘ran’, ‘swimmed’ for ‘swam’. 

Develop their pronunciation but may have problems saying: 

- some sounds: r, j, th, ch, sh - multi-syllabic words such as ‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium’ or ‘hippopotamus’.. 

Use longer sentences of four to six words. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. 

Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas. 

Manage their own needs. 

Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important. 

Develop appropriate ways of being assertive. 

Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. 

Physical Development 

Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues. 

Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks. 

Increasingly be able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and 

rhythm. 

Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors. 

Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. 

Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting coats on and doing up zips. 

Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying 

their hands thoroughly. 

Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and tooth brushing. 

Literacy 

Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: 

- spot and suggest rhymes 

- count or clap syllables in a word 

- recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother 

Write some or all of their name. 

Maths 

Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’). 

Recite numbers past 5. 

Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5. 

Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total 

(‘cardinal principle’). 

Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. 

Talk about and identify the patterns around them. For example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use 

informal language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc. 

Extend and create ABAB patterns – stick, leaf, stick, leaf. 

Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern. 

Understanding the World 
Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 

Explore collections of materials. 

Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 

Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice 

Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people. 

Know that there are different countries in the world 
Expressive arts and design 
Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not similar. 

Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details. 

Explore colour and colour-mixing. 

Listen with increased attention to sounds. 

Remember and sing entire songs. 

Play instruments 

Links to home learning:  

Parents will be asked to send in photos of their child and their families.  

Library books will be sent home to share each week and a little activity relating to our topic.  

 

 

 

 

Links to Fundamental British Values: 
Democracy: Provide activities to promote lots of turn-

taking and sharing of resources. Daily choice of story 

book/snack etc. 

Rule of Law: Creating class rules, behaviour expectations, 

learning about right from wrong. 

Individual Liberty: Talking about feelings.  

Mutual Respect: Looking at similarities and differences in 

their likes and dislikes. Family photos. 
 

Implementation 
Children will be taught using a combination 

of adult led activities and input alongside 

continuous child-initiated learning activities. 

All assessments will be completed in 

provision. 

Impact 
Children will gain confidence in their new 

environment. They will make friends and learn how 

to take turns and share resources. They will realise 

how special and individual they are.  

 

Community Links and Cultural Capital:  
As the new school year begins we will be getting to know the children 

and do a baseline assessment. Once that is completed we will begin to 

plan around their interests. We will be following the phase one letters 

and sounds and give the children lots of opportunities to explore new 

things: musical instruments, resources, outdoor play equipment, stories, 

songs, rhymes and activities. Activities focused on their own lives and 

that of their community. 

 

 

Autumn Term 1 
We are all special 

 
 


