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Lntont:
At St John Vianney, owr geography curriculum is intended firstly to meet the national
cuwrriculum requirements. for this subject.
Through our teaching .of this subject we intend for ouwr pupils to:
*  increase .and develop their geographical knowledge, skills, .concepts and .attitudes.
*  have a progressive understanding of the place in which they live (locality, town,
county...) comparing and contrasting with other ploces.
* .make links hetween the physical and human features of different places, developing a
deepening aw.areness of how these .are shaped, interconnected and .changed .over
Lime.
*  develop .o sense .of responsibility bhoth for the local .area and the wider w.orld.
*  inspire a curiosity about the world they live in and develop their knowledge about
diverse places, people, resources and natural and human erwironments.

Children will know .more, rememher more and understand more .abhout the world and its

The Promotion of Equality in owr Curriculum Provision

Through ouwr cuwrriculum provision in ol subjects, we ensure that pupils understand the
importance of embracing diversity .and respecting difference. We seek to support owr pupils in
this wital aspect of their personal dewelopment through regular and relevant learning
opportunities within owr curriculum, incuding via the following imeans:

Ensuring equality of access to opportunities for all pupils, preparing them. for the diersity
of life in modern Britain .and more widely;

Routinely wsing resources that accurately reflect the diversity and multi-culturalism of
today's global societies, and ensuring that such resources are without prejudice .or
Adiscrimination;

Actively promoting values and attitudes that vehemently challenge any discriminatory
hehawviowr, intolerance .or prejudice.
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l.  Legal framew.ork

1.1. This policy has due regard to statutory guidance including, but not Limited to,

« DJE (2013) ‘National .curriculum in England: geography programmes of
stuwdy’
« DJE (2017) ‘Statutory framew.ork for the early years foundation stage

2. Raoles and responsibilities

2.1. The geography coordinator (J. Percy) is responsible for:
o Preparing policy documents, curriculum plans .and schemes of w.ork for
o Rewiewing changes to the .national curricuum .and advising on their
implementation.

e Monitoring the learning and teaching of geography, providing support
for staff where necessary.

e Ensuwring the continuity .ond progression from yeor group o yeor group.
o Encowraging staff to provide effective learning opportunities for pupils.
o Helping to develop colleagues’ expertise in the subject.

o Organising the deployment of resources .and carrying out an annual
audit .of oll geography resoiurces.

o Liaising with teachers ocross all phoses.

o Communicating developments in the subject to all teaching staff.

o Leading staff meetings and prowviding staff members with the appropriate
training.

o Organising, providing .and imonitoring CPD .opportunities in the subject.

o Ensuring common standards .are met for recording and assessment.

o Adwvising on the contribution of geography to other curriculum .areas,
including cross-curricular and extra-curricular octivities.

o Collating assessment data .and setting new priorities for the dewvelopment
©f geography in subsequent years.

2.2. The dassrcom. teacher is responsible for:
o Acting in accordance with this policy.

o Ensuwring progression .of pupils’ geographical skills, with due regard to
the national curriculuwm.




o Planning lessons effectively, ensuring .o range of teaching .methods .are
used to cover the content of the national curriculum.

o Liaising with the geogrophy coordinator .about key topics, resources and
o Monitoring the progress of pupils in their class and reporting this on a

o Reporting .any .concerns regarding the teaching of the subject to the
geography coordinator or a .member .of the senior leadership team (SLT).

o Undertaking .any training that is necessary in order to effectively teach
3. Early years provision

3.1. Activities .and experiences for pupils will be hased .on the seven .areas of
learning .and development, .as outlined in the DfE’s ‘Statutory framew.ork for
the early years foundation stage.

3.2. Prowvision for early years pupils focusses .on four specific areas:
o Literacy
e Maths
o Understanding the w.orld
o Expressive arts .and design
3.3. All activities will adhere to the objectives set out in the framew.ork.

3.4. In particular, geography-based .activities will he uwsed to dewvelop pupils
understanding of the world, helping them to .comprehend .a w.orld bheyond their
4. The national curriculum
4.l The national curriculum is followed and provides a full hreakdown of the
statutory content to he taught within each wnit (see: DJE (2013) ‘Natioral cuwrriculwm
in England: geography programmes of study’)
4.2 St John Vianney hos also set out ‘sticky knowledge statements outlining the

knowledge that we want to ensure ‘sticks’ with owr pupils forever, therefore includes
relatively few statements in comparison to the National Curriculum documents.

5. Cross~curricular links

5.1. Wherever possible, the geography curricuum will provide .opportunities to
establish links with wother curriculum areas (while also ensuring our pupils
understand the discrete nature of this subject).

5.2. English

o Pupils are encouraged to use their speaking .and listening skills to




Pupils’ writing skills .ore developed through recording findings .and
creating reports.

Pupils’ vocaobulary is developed through the wse .and understanding .of
Apecialist (tier 3) ~ocabulary.

5.3. Maths

Pupils wse their knowledge .and understanding .of measurement and data
handling.

Where appropriate, pupils record findings using charts, tahles .and
graphs.

Pupils wse data .analysis in order to identify patterns.

5.4. Science

Pupils wse their knowledge of the natural world to identify .and .analyse
features of physical geography.

Pupils’ irwestigative .and proctical skills are developed through the wse
of fieldw.ork .and problem-solving activities.

5.5. COHLPLMQ/ICT

Technology, in a w~variety of forms, will be used to enhance pupils
learning.

Pupils will wse ICT to locate and research information.

ICT will he used to record findings, using text, data .and tables.

5.6. SMSC/ Personal development

Pupils’ spiritual development will bhe focussed on the wvastness of the
waorld, encouwraging .an appreciation .and fascination of our omaozing
w.orld.

Pupils are encouraged to think ahout the effect of humans actions .on
the erwironment and their contribution, hoth positive .and negative, to
the world in which they live.

Current geographical developments and issues will be discussed in the
classroom, where .appropriate.

6. Teaching .and learning

6.1. Pupils will he taught to describe key characteristics .and associated processes
in common language, as well .os understand and wse technical terminology
and specialist vocahbulory.

6.2. Pupils will undertake independent w.ork, and have the opportunity to w.ork in
groups and discuss w.ork with fellow classmates.

6.3. Lessons will .allow for o wide range of geographical, enquiry-hased research




6.4.

6.5.

6.6.

6.7.

o Pattern seeking

o Practical experiences

e Collahorative w.ork

e Role-play .and discussions

o Problem-solving .activities

»  Classifying and grouping

o Researching wsing secondary sources

Lessons will irwolve the use of a ~variety of sources, including maps, data,
statistics, graphs, pictures and wvideos.

The class teacher, in collaboration mwith the geography .coordinator, will ensure
that the needs of all pupils are met hy:
o Setting tasks which can have a variety .of responses.
o Prowviding resources of differing complexity .according to the .ability .of
pupils.
o Setting tasks of varying difficulty depending on the ahbility group.
o Utilising teaching .assistants to enswre that tasks .are .appropriately
scaffolded .and pupils are effectively supported.

Opportunities for .outdoor learning .and practical work will bhe provided
wherever possible, such as irwestigating local erwironmental prohlems.

Each year group will have the opportunity to undertake an external educational




7.1.

7.2.

7.3.

7.4.

7.5.

7.6.

7.7.

7.8.

7.9.

7.10.

7.11.

All relevant staff memhbers are hriefed on the schools planning procedures as
part of staff training.

In St John Vianney, geography is tought as .a discrete lesson .and .as part of
cross-curricular themes when appropriate.

Teachers will wse the key learning content in the DfE’s statutory guidance
‘National curriculum in England: geography programmes of study’.

Planning will .demonstrate a halance .of interoctive elements used in teaching,
Long-term planning will he wsed to outline the units to he taught within each
Mealr Group.

Medium-term planning will bhe used to outline the wvocabulary .and skills that
will he taught in each unit of work, as well as highlighting the .opportunities
for assessment.

Medium-term plans will identify learning .ohjectives, main learning .octivities
and differentiation.

Medium-term plans will he shared, s .appropriate, with the geography
coordinator to ensure there is progression between years.

Short-term planning will he used plexibly to reflect the objective of the lesson,
the success criteria and the aim of the next lesson.

Short-term planning is the responsibility of the teacher. This is achieved by
building on their medium-term planning, taking into .account pupils’ needs .and
All lessons will have clear learning objectives, which are shared and reviewed
with pupils.

8. Assessment and reporting

8.1.

8.2.

8.3.

Pupils mill be .assessed and their progression recorded in line mwith the schools
Assessment Policy.

Throuwghout the uyear, teachers will plan .on-going creative .assessment
opportunities in order to gauge whether pupils have .achieved the key learning
objectives.

Assessment will be undertaken in wvarious forms, including the following:
o Talking to pupils and .asking .questions
o Discussing pupils’ w.ork with them
o Marking work against the learning ohjectives




o Observing practical tasks .and .octivities
o Pupils’ self-evaluation of their w.ork
o The wse of quizzes and informal assessment tasks within lessons

8.4. Formative .assessment, which is carried .out informally throughout the iyear,
enables teachers to identify pupils’ understanding .of subjects .and informs their
immediate lesson planning.

8.5. In terms of swrunative ossessments, the results of end-of-year assessments

will be passed to relevant members of staff, such os the pupils future teacher,
in order to demonstrate where learners are at a given point in time.

8.6.  Pupils with special educational needs .and disahbilities will be imonitored by the
special educational needs .coordinator (L.Nagy)

4. Monitoring and. review

9.1. The geography .coordinator will review and evaluate the geography w.ork mwithin
school through o range .of imonitoring activities (lesson ohservations, hook
scruting, pupil voice and learning walks) at least termly.

9.2. This policy will .also he reviewed every two iyears to ensure that it complies




